CHAPTER VIII

I ACCUSE

WHEN I took an exile's way from Spain it was with the
firm decision to remain absolutely silent on all that had
happened during the war. My reasons for this were
twofold. I wanted to return to the anonymity in which I
had passed my life, and which I had only left momentarily
and through force of circumstances, in view of the tragic
situation in the Republican zone of my beloved country.
And I consider that all of us expatriated Spaniards have
the duty of keeping our self-respect, praying that one day
all of us who were in positions of responsibility will face the
judgment of the people, to account to them for our acts,
and accept their sentence.

But unfortunately Dr. Negrin and the Spanish Com-
munist Party and a few of their sympathisers, do not see
things in that way, since almost as soon as the National
Council of Defence was formed they started a defamatory
campaign against it and especially against me, with the
object of presenting me to Spain and to the world as an
enemy of liberty and a traitor to my people.

Although this stupid and perverse progaganda confused
the issue outside Spain I kept silence, so that nobody
could reproach me with having helped to weaken the anti-
Fascist movement in Spain.
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